Calcitonin immunostaining in monkey uterus during menstrual cycle and early pregnancy.
Calcitonin has been shown to be a progesterone-regulated potential marker of the receptive endometrium in the rat and human. The present study was undertaken to immunohistochemically investigate the changes in calcitonin in the monkey uterus during the menstrual cycle and periimplantation period. Calcitonin immunostaining was primarily localized in the glandular epithelium on d 16, 20, and 25 of the menstrual cycle. During early pregnancy, calcitonin immunostaining was strongly observed in the glandular epithelium only on d 9 of pregnancy, the day before implantation. Since the high level of calcitonin immunostaining in the glandular epithelium during the luteal phase of the menstrual cycle and periimplantation period matched the high level of maternal progesterone during this period, the expression of calcitonin in monkey endometrium may be under the regulation of maternal progesterone.